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Autumn in July
 By John Rakestraw

t may be hard for us to imagine autumn 
during the hottest days of summer, but 

for many birds that nest in North America, 
southbound migration has already begun. 

The most obvious southbound migrants this 
time of year are the shorebirds. Sandpipers 
and plovers are masters of migration.  
With some species nesting in the high 
Arctic and wintering in southern South 
America, individuals have been known  
to fly thousands of miles without stopping  
to rest. When they do stop, they frantically 
feed along muddy shores to rebuild their 
body fat to fuel the next leg of their journey. 

You don’t have to go to the coast to find 
shorebirds. In the Metro area, any wetland, 
pond, or riverbank with exposed mud will 
attract migrants. 

Shorebirds come in a dizzying array of 
shapes and sizes, from the large lanky 
Greater Yellowlegs to the tiny Least 
Sandpiper. But with some patience and  
a good field guide, you will soon learn  
to recognize each species by their  
unique shape, plumage, and behavior. 

Shorebirds are not the only birds on the 
move during the summer. By mid-August, 
many songbirds, like warblers and 
flycatchers, are already heading south. 
Insect eaters typically don’t visit feeders,  
so watch your birdbath to catch a glimpse 
of these migrants. 

Some species, particularly birds 
associated with water, will engage 
in movement known as post-
breeding dispersal. After their 
nesting duties are done, they may 
wander far from their breeding 
range before finally heading south 
for the winter. In the Metro area, 
watch for large flocks of American 
White Pelicans and rare visitors like 
Little Blue Herons or Snowy Egrets. 

Severe conditions, like drought  
or wildfire, can drive birds beyond 
the limits of their normal range. 
Sometimes birds from farther south 
or east, like Great-tailed Grackle, 
will find their way to the Willamette 
Valley in the summer. 

Summer might seem like a slow 
season for birds, but stay alert. 
Many birds are already on the move.

WINDOW GEMS
Young birds need extra protection 
against window strikes. Window 
Gems make windows more 
visible to birds and reduce 
collisions. See page 3.



With the appearance of new nestlings, bird populations 
are their largest in late summer, so there are plenty of 
mouths to feed at your feeders this time of year. Along 
with a new crop of year-round residents, summer brings 
species that are not around in winter. 

At your seed feeders, watch for the flashy Black-headed 
Grosbeak. American Goldfinches and House Finches show 
their brightest colors this time of year. Be sure to keep 
your seed feeders dry, as warmer temperatures can  
cause damp seed to mold. 

Hummingbird feeders continue to be busy, especially 
when conditions are dry. You need to replace the nectar 
every day or two in hot weather to prevent spoilage. 
Saucer style feeders make it easier to keep your feeder 
clean and your birds healthy. 

If your habitat supports Bullock’s Orioles or Western 
Tanagers, try putting out half an orange in a platform 
feeder or stuck on a nail to attract these tropical beauties. 
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KEEPING YOUR YARD BIRDY AND BEAUTIFUL

DIY Dripper

Summer Bird Feeding 

A birdbath is great for attracting birds 
to your yard. All birds, even those who 
don’t come to feeders, need water. To 
make your bath even more attractive, 
try this do-it-yourself dripper. 

Take a gallon jug or 2-liter bottle, fill 
it with water, and hang it about 18" 
above your birdbath from a shepherd’s 
hook or tree branch. Take a pin and 
poke a tiny hole in the bottom of the 
jug, causing a drip. A rate of one drop 
per second is ideal, but it will vary 
depending on how much liquid is in 
the jug. A gallon jug can drip for  
over eight hours. 

What does this simple hack do for 
your bath? Two things. First of all, it 
creates ripples in the water. Ripples 
reflect the light, making your bath 

much more visible. Birds that are 
normally high in the tree canopy  
can see the ripples in your bath, 
while a still bath may go unnoticed. 
Ripples also discourage mosquitoes 
from breeding in your birdbath,  
an added bonus. 

Secondly, the sound of the  
dripping water will attract the 
attention of birds. Those migrants 
passing through your neighborhood 
suddenly have a reason to  
stop in your yard. 

Backyard Bird Shop carries several 
items that can add motion to your 
bird bath. But if you want a quick 
and free birdbath upgrade, try this 
simple project. You may be amazed 
by the birds you have been missing. 

Access to fresh water is critical in the hot summer months. 
Hose out your birdbath every other day or so to keep it fresh. 
Our copper birdbath purification disks keep algae from growing. 

Summer is a great time to enjoy your yard. Keep your  
feeders full and clean and there will be lots of birds to  
share the space with you.



STAFF FAVORITES
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KAREN: WINDOW GEMS DECALS

I love Window Gems!

• �They prevent bird strikes by creating  
a beautiful rainbow prism. 

• �The company is a women-owned business  
(founded by a former BYBS employee!). 

• �The decals are reusable and can be  
put inside or outside. 

• �They last up to 4 years and leave no residue. 

• �Easy to apply and move around.

My fave is the Garden Gnomes but  
honestly all of them make you smile!

AMANDA: GREETING CARDS

I have a bit of an obsession… our greeting cards. 

They feature artwork from incredible PNW locals as well as artists from across 
the country, and I genuinely love every single one we carry. There’s something 
special about giving a real, tangible card—for birthdays, thank-yous, or just a 
“thinking of you” moment.

To me, it’s the perfect combo: supporting artists while sharing something 
beautiful and meaningful with someone you care about. We’ve got it all— 
sweet, stunning, funny, and just the right amount of snark.

And one of my favorite parts? Scouting new talent at local craft and art  
shows to bring fresh designs into the shop. It’s a small joy that keeps  
growing—and I’m so excited to share it with you.

JAKE: BIG EYE MAGNIFYING GLASS

I love the "Big Eye" magnifying glass. 

• �This item is great for the  
curious individual. 

• �Get up close and personal with  
our native flora and fauna.

• �See the intricate patterns  
of rocks, leaves, and more! 

• �Durable and easy to clean. 

JOHN: MINI HUMM-BLOSSOM

This is my favorite hummingbird feeder.

• �Small 4 oz. capacity encourages  
frequent cleaning for healthy birds.

• �“High View” perch makes it  
easy to see your hummingbirds.

• �Saucer style feeder doesn’t drip.

• �Made in the USA 

• �Lifetime manufacturer’s warranty

RYAN (AND HONORARY EMPLOYEE, FIONA): 

• �Backpack Explorer Bug Hunt Book

• �Butterfly net

• �Bug viewer

• �Bug catcher with view scope

Turning over rocks in the backyard has never been 
more fun! Pairing the Backpack Explorer Bug Hunt book 
with a bug viewer gives plenty of opportunities for 
outdoor excitement. The viewer lets kids get up close 
to their newest finds while the book helps encourage 
identification and interaction with the nature that 
surrounds us. Great for a summertime activity! 
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A BETTER VIEW OF THE WORLD

Looking At Birds with Fresh Eyes: 
A Binocular Primer
Are your father’s old field glasses 
starting to show their age? Are the 
birders around you calling out great 
birds while all you can see are fuzzy 
blobs? It might be time to upgrade 
your optics. But where do you begin? 
What do those numbers mean?  
What is “multi-coated?” Here are  
a few things to know.

The Numbers: The first number 
refers to the magnification, while 
the second number tells you the 
size of the objective lenses (the 
lenses closest to the object you are 
looking at). So, an 8X42 binocular 
magnifies the image eight times, 
and the objective lens is 42mm 
across. Eight power binoculars are 

the most common, but some people 
prefer ten power. Higher magnification 
creates a larger image, but it also 
magnifies any movement. So, if your 
hands are shaky, you might get a 
clearer image from an eight power 
binocular than from a ten power. The 
larger the objective lenses, the more 
light they gather, creating a brighter 
image. But the larger the lenses, the 
heavier the binocular will be. 

Lens Coatings: Look for multi-coated 
lenses. Lens coatings allow more light 
to pass through the glass into your 
eyes. Uncoated glass will reflect light 
away, creating a darker image. 

To find the right fit for you, try several 
different models before you buy. Stop 
by any of our stores to pick up a copy 
of our optics specifications sheet that 
provides lots more information to help 
with your search for a new binocular.

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO NATURE FOR 35 YEARS

SUMMER
SAVINGS

$5OFF
your purchase 

of $25 or more

AUGUST 
SAVINGS

$5OFF with  

purchase  

of $25 or  

more in  

August

your purchase 

of $25 or more

This offer cannot be combined with other coupons  
or discounts, and excludes sale items and gift cards. 
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.  
Limit one coupon per customer.
 
Valid now through July 31, 2026

Limit 1 per  
customer,  
while  
supplies last.  
Coupon must be presented.
Valid August 1–31, 2026

This offer cannot be combined with other coupons  
or discounts, and excludes sale items and gift cards. 
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.  
Limit one coupon per customer.
 
Valid August 1–31, 2026

FREE BYBS 
TOTE BAG



FREE GUIDED BIRD WALKS AND SEASONAL CLASSES 
For complete event information—including 
registration, dates, times, and details on 
policies—please inquire at a shop, visit  
www.BackyardBirdShop.com (select  
EVENTS tab), or simply scan the QR code.

SUMMER BAT ADVENTURES 
Sunday, August 16 • Whitaker Ponds 
Sunday, August 23 • Fernhill Wetlands 
Join Elaine Murphy at one of our local wetlands to  
see bats in action. An introductory slide presentation  
is available for participants to view before the outing. 
To register for the Whitaker Ponds event,  
call our Portland store at (503) 445-2699 (Press 3). 
To register for the Fernhill Wetlands event,  
call our Beaverton store at (503) 445-2699 (Press 1).

BIRDATHON RECAP 
On May 14, the Retailed Hawks Birdathon Team scoured the 
Oregon Coast looking for birds. They ended the day with 82 
species and raised over $3700 for Bird Alliance of Oregon 
and Vancouver Audubon. Way to go, Hawks!

SUMMER BAT WATCHING 
Summer evenings are a great time to observe bats. Take  
a walk at dusk and you have a good chance of seeing these  
acrobatic mammals as they dart across the sky.

All of the bats in our area are insect eaters, so ponds and  
wetlands are especially productive places to look. Street  
lights that attract a lot of insects will also attract bats. 

Some people are uncomfortable being around bats. Common 
misinformation suggests that many are rabid and that they  
may collide with people. In reality, bats are less likely than  
many other mammals to carry rabies, and the echolocation  
that enables them to find and catch insects in the dark makes  
it virtually impossible for a healthy bat to run into you. 

Bats spend the day roosting in thick vegetation or dark crevasses. 
Installing a bat box is one way to attract bats to your property. 

Of the 15 species of bats known to occur in Oregon and Washington, 
seven have been found in the Portland/Vancouver area. Identifying 
bats on the wing is challenging, given their rapid flight and the low 
light of dusk. But a binocular will help you see in dim conditions, and 
a few species have distinguishing marks that help with identification. 

Whether you can identify them or not, the opportunity to see  
bats over your neighborhood is one of the highlights of summer. 
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CALENDAR AND SEASONAL INFORMATION
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By Fern Wexler

While many birds are cavity nesters 
who use holes in trees or human-
provided birdhouses, there are some 
that tunnel right into the sides of cliffs! 
Summer brings the breeding seasons 
of Northern Rough-winged Swallows 
and Bank Swallows. These similar 
looking birds are sandy brown above 
and creamy white below, often fading 
into the background when compared 
to brighter species of swallow. These 
swallows share not only an appearance 
but a nesting strategy, utilizing burrows 
carved into the soft sides of riverbanks.

Bank Swallows excavate their own 
burrows, using their small bills to dig 
through loose soil. Sometimes their 
burrows can be five feet deep—quite  
a lot of work for a bird that only weighs 
half an ounce! The more common 
Rough-winged Swallow, on the 

other hand, primarily uses burrows 
previously excavated by other animals 
like kingfishers, ground squirrels, or 
Bank Swallows, which sometimes 
leads to them popping up in the  
middle of a Bank Swallow colony.

Like their cousins, Rough-winged and 
Bank Swallows don’t visit bird feeders. 
But if you visit a place like Whitaker 
Ponds or Wapato Greenway, you can 
spot them in the sky mixed with Tree, 
Barn, and Violet-Green Swallows as 
they hunt for flying insects.

14010B NE 3rd Court, Suite 126
Vancouver, WA 98685
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